
 

My “Mississippi” Family is Celebrating! 

The 

Friday Follies 
Just Judi’s Fun Blog For Family And Friends 

The Return  
Of The Friday Follies! 

The Friday Follies were my weekly 
newsletter for over fifteen years. But 
with the advent of Facebook, I soon 
realized it was not something unique 
anymore. Everyone had a 
weekly/daily/hourly newsletter! It 
became more fun to spit out daily 
status updates than to produce the 
newsletter each week. But over time, 
I have come to miss them. 
(Continued on page 5.)  

Mississippi Musing… 
Opportunities Missed,  

Or Divine Intervention? 
Life decisions were made in 1996… 

With all of this talk about Mississippi in the news 
lately, it has caused me to remember a very 
special time in my life when some pretty 
important decisions had to be made. It was 
actually a huge crossroads for me personally, 
professionally, and for many whom I love. 
(Continued on page 2) 

F A L L  2 0 1 4  

Seeing Mississippi State University skyrocket to the #1 
college football team in the nation this week has caused 
huge pride in my home state. It is something we have only 
been able to dream about all of our lives. It is certainly very well 
deserved! There is a long way to go before the end of the College Football 

Season this year, but everyone is certainly enjoying it while it lasts! 
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Mississippi Musing… 
Opportunities Missed,  

Or Divine Intervention? 
 Continued from Page 1 

In the fall of 1996, I felt a little restless. I 
wasn’t happy in a relationship I was in, 
my children were older and well adjusted, 
I missed my family in Columbus, and my 
mom, who lived there, was getting older. I 
had enjoyed my career as the Director of 
Development and Communications at an 
Independent School here, but I felt like I 
needed to expand my horizon a bit. Because of 
this, I went to my boss and asked for his 
opinion. He said he was not ready for me to go, 
but that he thought the experience of going on 
some interviews would be good for me and 
might help me to see where I wanted to head in 
the future.  

As luck would have it, there was a position 
open in my field at Mississippi State University. 
They were conducting a search for a Director of 
Development for the MSU College of Architecture. After reading 
about it online and researching, I was interested. I let them know, sent them all of the 
appropriate paperwork, and had two very interesting phone interviews. 

Long story short… they flew me down for a series of interviews over the course of three days with the 
University Administration and all of the faculty, staff, and even students at the College of Architecture. 
The entire interview process was a dream! I was so impressed with everything I saw and every person I 
met. I knew it was going to be a good trip when my “contact person” from MSU showed up with roses 
when he picked me up at the airport! 

After everything was concluded, I was offered the job. Then the negotiations began, I asked for 20% more 
than they were offering -- and they agreed. I asked for a membership at a prestigious Country Club in the 
area, and they did not understand why. When I explained my rationale and the importance of meeting 
donors in that atmosphere, they were pleased and apologized for not thinking of it themselves. The 
Membership was thrown in.  

I never expected any of this to really happen, but I was thrilled. Now I had to do some serious soul-
searching. 
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Mississippi Musing… 
Opportunities Missed,  

Or Divine Intervention? 
 Continued from Page 2 

It was time to go and talk with my boss.  

He was furious!   

He said, and I quote, “Damn it, Judi! I 
said go and gain experience, not get the 
job!” He was halfway teasing, but he 
then offered me a better salary to stay. 

Next, I called a friend of mine who was 
the President of a Bank near MSU. He 
understood that I had a daughter 
entering high school and a son who 
would be a senior the next year. We discussed 
housing costs in the area and the local public and 
private school situations.  

I have never been so torn in my life, but I 
decided I needed to decline the offer. I had really 
wanted to be closer to my family and was craving 
a new start and challenge, but I just could not 
justify it.  

Two reasons:  My children... With my son 

entering his senior year, I simply could not justify 
pulling him out and moving him to a new state, new 
school, new everything. My Hearing… I already knew I 

had a slight hearing problem. In fact, I was very honest with everyone 
when I interviewed. But at that time, I was still able to conduct meetings and use the 
telephone just fine. In my heart, I suspected that would not last. As it turned out, I was right.  

The whole experience, though, was truly awesome, and the friends I made at State kept in touch with me 
for years. I even helped them on a few fund-raising calls. There were no bad feelings on either side.  
 
But I do look back on that from time to time and wonder how different my life would have been had I 
accepted that position. I’m not saying, “Shoulda, Coulda, Woulda.” I am saying that at that point in my 
life, it provided the validation I needed and helped me see things more clearly.  
 
I am sure there were opportunities missed… but I also am sure of things working out for the best.  
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Oliver 2006-2014 
This month saw the passing of my 

beautiful Oliver. He was an awesome 

pet and companion! I actually had his 

age wrong!  I was thinking he was born 
in 2005, but he was born in January of 

2006. Gone too soon.  My beautiful boy 

was only 8 years old. 

 

My Sweet Oliver!  
2006-2014 
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The Return Of The Friday 
Follies… 
Continued From Page 1   

The last edition was in 2012. That is for many reasons, 
Facebook just being one of them.  

I had a complete computer meltdown, and along with it 
went all of the programs I had been using for years to 
construct them. The updated versions of the programs were 
simply too expensive to purchase since I had retired. I tried 
several work-around methods -- involving two laptops that 
still had the programs on them, but since these antique 
laptops (one a PC and one a Mac) did not like to “talk” to 
one another, it was extremely time-consuming and was 
totally NOT fun anymore.  

After over two years, I find myself missing them! It is not 
that life stopped two years ago. Anyone looking at my 
Facebook page can see that. I just think our attention spans 
have become much shorter. I know mine has.  

In this day of “instant information,” short little status 
updated, and sound bites, I have found myself wanting to 
write again… even if just for myself. I love Facebook, but 
sometimes I really miss the intellectual stimulation of 
writing more than a few short bursts of information or 
reading something someone else has written and simply 
reposting it. Additionally, I have had numerous friends and 
family ask me why I stopped posting them. It seems they 
missed them, too. 

And so… for those reasons, I have decided to try a new 
program (one I can afford) to do the layout! As before, I am 
doing them more for me than for the reader. In fact, it really 
does not matter to me if anyone else reads them. Ha! They 
have always given me pleasure.  

The days of sending The Friday Follies out weekly to 
thousands via email are over. No more of that. I will still 
post them to my website, Judiwithani.com, and will post a 
notice once they are completed of Facebook for anyone 
wishing to check them out.  And, honestly, there is no 
guarantee when they will be published -- not every week, 
certainly, and maybe not even every month.   

Just when I feel the urge and need… I hope you enjoy!  
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The History Of The Friday Follies 
The Friday Follies are the Lemon-Aide of my life. 

Beginning in 1997, every Friday I would email a small list 
of friends and family a brief description of what had 
transpired during the week. I seldom, if ever, missed a 
week. One reason I started them was as a way to stay in 
touch each week with my mom back in Mississippi – to 
show her some photos, tell her some stories, and to joke with her. Even though she didn’t have a computer, my 
sister would print them out, or I would “snail” mail them to her for someone to read and show her. She loved 
them. We would talk every Sunday, and she would always be a week behind on the Follies, so we would “catch 
up” by phone. Then the next week, she would see and hear about it when they arrived. It was truly a cool way to 
stay in touch, and it also helped me develop a few skills and understanding of the computer programs I was 
using at work, as well. As computer software advanced, the Friday Follies grew more elaborate and helped me 
practice my computer skills in a fun and enjoyable way. 

Well, over the years, my friends and family Friday Follies list got a bit out of control! Before I knew it, I was 
hearing from people all over the world, because folks would get the Follies and then would forward them on to 
their own list of family and friends, and then, well, on and on and on. Very cool – but a bit scary at times when I 
would hear from people all over the globe that I did not even know. Over time, that small list grew and grew 
until the Friday Follies were traveling the world over many times each week. A friend recently told me that I 
was doing what Facebook does long before it even existed. 

Honestly, the Friday Follies were all that kept me going during a few rough times. They, and the feedback I 
received, helped me forget any troubles. They were my Lemon-Aide. They looked and sounded like everything 
was OK, and they made me feel… good. 

The Friday Follies were truly a fun hobby that I looked forward to each week. Sometimes I did not even know 
what I was going to say until I sat down to write them. But just as importantly, they made me focus on the 
positive and look at everyday life in a different light. 

The Friday Follies Archive 
May Be Found At  
http://www.judiwithani.com 

Pumpkin Smoothie 

Servings: 8 

1 can (15 Ounce) Pumpkin Pie Filling 
3 cups Whole Milk (more If Needed) 
1/2 cup Vanilla Yogurt (up To 1 Cup) 
A Few Dashes Of Cinnamon 
Cinnamon Graham Crackers, Crushed 

Well ahead of time, place pumpkin pie filling into a 
freezer-safe container. Freeze for a few hours or until 
frozen solid. To make the smoothie, add milk, and 
yogurt to a blender. Drop in the frozen pumpkin pie 
filling and blend until the frozen filling is completely 
pulverized. Add more milk or yogurt as needed to get 
it the consistency you’d like. Pour into individual 
glasses and sprinkle the tops with graham cracker 
crumbs. Serve immediately! 

 



 

 

 

Grow In Peace and 
Wisdom... 

I hope you have enjoyed this little re-entry into The 
Friday Follies. They “look” and “feel” a little different, 
but I will get the hang of this new program. Thanks for 
taking the time to check them out!  

Your “Friday Friend,” 

Judi Greenhaw Godsey 

Follow me on Facebook: Judi Greenhaw Godsey 
For more recipes, follow my page on Facebook: Just Judi’s Favorites 
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